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| The Account from WICKHAM, 
(Lately publiſhed by 7ehr Raunce and Charles Harris) 
Examined, and found Fall: : 
And a warning thereof given to all ſuch well-meaning 
| Perſons among the People, called Qakers, as through 
Perſonal AﬀecRtion, want of Cenſideration, or Weak- 
neſs of Judgment have been betrayed, or may be in 
danger to be betrayed by them,or any other 1n the ſame 
dividing Spirit with them, and led aſide from the Way 
of Truth, into a Separation from the People of God : for 
_ whole Recovery and Preſervation this is written. 
+ Account it ſelf, or Worth in the Authors of it, that I have thus taken notice 
of it. For indeed as ſoon as I had peruſed it, I felt a compaſllionate Conctra 
fpring ia my Heart on your behalfs, and a direQion in Spirit to open ſome paſſages 
therein, and relating thereto, to you, that ye might be preſerved from being 
taken, or, if in any meaſure taken, might be reſcued. and delivered from the ſnare 
which the Enemy of your Souls, and of all Righteouſneſs, hath made uſe of theſe men 
to ſet, to intangle, entrap and catch you by. And to the true Witneſs of the holy 
God, in every one of your Cenſciences, who retain any honeſt breathing after the 


Lord, and the way of Holineſs, do.I recommend this my undertaking, aud the ſince- 
rity of my Intention herein. 


———__ —_— 


Or your ſakes it is, O ye much pitied Ones, more than for any Weight in the 


To begin therefore with the beginning of their Account, they ſay, The Differences 
amongſt Friends in theſe parts, did not ariſe among ſt our ſelves, but were brought in by ſuch, 
pho have largely endeavonred to cauſe Diviſion amongft us. Now I aftirm, in the pre- 
ſence and fear of the holy God, and upon my own certain knowledge, that rheſe men 
themſelves were the chief Inſtruments of bringing the Differences in amongſt Friends 
in theſe parts; and They with their Afociates, have largely endeavoured, yea, and 
laboured hard for many Years to cauſe Diviſions amongſt ns. The Lord knows this 
is true, and many of his faithful Servants in theſe parts know this is true; yea, and 
- theſe men themſelves alſo cannot but know this is true, which: makes their Condem- 
lation the greater. | 

They ſay, 1t is a Comfort to us, that we can ſay in the preſence of God,we have not beer the 
cauſe thereof (but then, being canſcious of their own guilt, they add, for a Salve, theſe 
words) by bringing into the Church any new Doitrine, or any ſort of unſcriptural Diſcipline. 

E- A 2 | Were 


.Were1 now to deal diretly with them, Rd not grant them that: But ſince th 
end of my preſent writing isfor your Information, not to contend with them, thy 
which | ſhall obſerve to, you j$, 'that were they, indeed never a free iam bringing intg 
the Church any new Dodrinhe, or (as they term it) naſcriptural Diſcipline, yet might 
they notwithſtanding, by o544r ways aud 'mians, have btgn the Cluſe, of, TheDivitons 
among ft Friends in theſe-parts,as indced hey were. They travclled toan fro and traver. 
{. 4 the Countries, glenning vp Stories andertt Sinmiſes front fich as were in the work 
of Diviſion in other parts ; and whatthey had ſo picked UP, 1 hey. privately whiſpered 
and inlinuated ito the minds of ſuch ſimple ones whoſe Ears were opeh to thetn ft: 
ling them with fears, doubts and jealouiics of an Apoſtacy entring among Friends, &c, 
whereby they begat in tome a Dit-eſteem of many antient Friends,and faithful Labour. 
ers in Trutli's ſervice, preparing and fitting them thereby to joyn with themſelves, to 
07"/e, in an ignorant Zeal, the Care and Counſel which, in the openings of Life; the 
God ot Lite conveyed, througi his Servants, to the Meetings, for preyenting;that 
Apoltacy which they {aid wascutring. And having eſpouſed. the Caule of: 7.5. and 
7.1. who had headed a Separate Afcctiny in the North, they endeavoured to mike; 
Party for them amongſt the Friends of this Conntry, and for that end did bandy to. 
gether, and having got 7. S. over to Hickham, brought him to our Meetings ro Preach 
UU'Y 35, T1600 '1 re WaSKnowntro be out of the Unity of Friends, and to be One of the cheif 
Heads Of te Divicen, tothe great prict and heavy burgen of many an upright tep- 
ter hearted Farend. = BE eff 
They add, that they h1-eonty figed for their own and others Liberty tn Chriſt that allmiguc 
mlk av they nad receaucd from "in, and not otherwiſe. tut the 1 ruth of: the matter'(s 
orvernife. Neither their oven nor others, Liberty in Chriſt was infringed; 'gor'were 
ay fired to walk otherwiſe tian as they nad received from Chriſt. ' Bat they ftood for 
# {..yurty ont of 1: xl, out of Chriſt who is the Trutit, for a feſhty liberty, a-{df- 
wiiled liverty, 2 corrupt liberty, aliberty to mix 1n Marriayes with ſich as were ndt 
of us, Scandaitorny i ocrfons were bronght toour Meeting upon account 6f : Marrjage, 
znd countenanced and aberted by theſe very men, aid ſhch otliers as the could Jet 
{9 jo, n withthem, arainſt the mind and life of the Meetiny! - One Couple eſpecially 
(whom I forbear to name, being unwilling to mark out: particular perſons) wheredf 
tle Nan was n.t repniet a Quaker, and the V/omin charged by her Neighbours 
with having lata with h{r ovn Father to the great ſcandal of* Religion. Yet that | 
2Marriape theſe men proinxcwd, and highly contended for, to thegreat grief and buy- 
ain of Friends, whoſe Life food azainſt it, and 'to the great diſquicting of the 
Feeting 3 FJ. R. alleadging that the Fin had been an Abſenter from tlie public Wor- 
ſ11p for more then twenty Years, and that thungh he had not frequented the Quakers 
Meetings, yet he had hot joyned to any other Pcople. And when that gave no fatif- 
faction to Friends,he plainly told us, 1t mt bepaſſed; and that there was a neceſſity for 
it, otherwiſe things would be worſe: which mage it more uneaſy to Friends t6 
' meddle at ai with them. * But aiter long debate, and' many  Moeneths' contending 
about it, having got the Woman to, ſign a Paper under the notion of condem- 
ning her misbchaviour ( which Paper was then underſtood to: be drawh nþ by 
C. H. for her, and was fo favourably worded, that it rather ſeemed 'to' pa'liats 
tend excyſe her Offence, than condemn it, pretending that her--Father ; when 
ins 
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fre Jay with him, was fick unto Death, though it was known he was able to walk 
xbroad) they carricd on the Marriage with ſuch an high Hand, that the moſt Friends 
could do to clear themſelves of it, was to declare they did not conſent to it, but only 
by way of condeſcention, for Peace-ſake, permit it to paſs, and that too with this 
caution, that they ſhould not take each other in any publick Meeting of Friends, but 
among their own Relations, that Friends might ſtand clear of them afterwards. To 
which, though F. R. and themſelves agreed, yet were they afterwards brought to x 
publick Monthly-Meeting of Worſhip, where they took each otner in Marriage a- 
mongt Friends, and as Friends, 7. R. being there to preach on that occation. An 
when ſome Friends being grieved aad offended thereat, aroſe and departed in Teſti- 
mony againſt it, F- R. 1n retlection upon them, and to ahet the Marriage, publickly 
ſaid, Lee him that is without S1n caſt the firſt Stone: And this Conte ſoon after they 
were married there, went and were married again by a Pricſt : Plenty of Inltances 
might be given of corrupt Marriages promoted and carried on by them over the Heads 
of Friends. But by this one it may appear what fort of Liberty they ſtood for, and 
what it is they call their Liberty in Chriſt. * Anditis to be obſerved, that the Conteſt: 
between Friends and them about this Couple, was before any Marriage had gone to 
the Womens Meetings, and was indeed it {elf the immediate Cauſe that Friends de- 
fired the Womens Meetings might, for the future, be alſo concerned in Inquiring in- 
to Peoples clearncis upon Propoſals of Marriage. . By which it may alſo appear how 


- falſe and inſincere theſe Men are, who would lay .the rife and ground of the diffe- 


rences in theſe parts, upon Marriages going to the Womens Meeting. But after that 
Friends (having bcen fain to uſe the help of the Womens Mectiney to examine that 
unhandſome Carriage of the fore-mentiond Woman towards her Fathcr) found/need- 
ful to defire and adviſe ſnch as afterward came to propoſe Marriage, to lay their in- 
tentions firſt before the Womens Meeting, it was truly Jamentable to ſee (and hardly 
credible by any but thofe that did fee) what ſhameleſs Martiages were obtruded upon 
the Mecting, and by theſe Ven and their Party vigorouſly animated and backt againl(t 
the Mceting, under pretence of Conſcience in not going, to the Womens Meeting. 
The Inſtances whereof, too many to be here inſerted, lic ready for a future Service, 
43s further Occation may be given for it. Ah, had theſe Men, and others whom they 
jyned with, and whojoyned with them, ſtood only for their own, and others Li- 
berty in Chriſt, had they walked as they had received from Chriſt, and not otherwiſe, 
they had not let up that Spirit of Liſci.efs, nor made theſe Rents and Diviſtons in the 
Church of Chriſt, which thcy have, nor Iolt that Sayour which once, in ſome meaſure, 


_fome of them had, to become, as at this day, unjavory-Salt. | 


Next they ſay, The: which hath ſeemed to draw Pople toplenſe Men, and to force them to 
practice th17gs whore they have mot Eaith, we have a0 Fellowſhip With, ar knowing God owns 
it ot. See here on how ſlight and wacertizin u Ground they have Jaid the Foundation 
of their watched work of Separation, which they have rnn, and have drawn others (more 
ſimple than themſelves) into. Thar wich they have taken ſuch great Offence at, and 
declare they have no Fellowſhip with, they durit not fay did poſitively draw people to 
pleaſe Men, or did realy force them to practice things wherein they had not Faith z but 
they ſay, that which hath Seemed to draw, and to force, &c. Had they indeed 


| been any whit tender of the Honour of Go:!, the Proſperity of Truth, the Peace of 
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the Church of Chrift, the Salvation of Souls, could they (think ye) have made @ 
great a bluſter, have proclaimed ſuch open Wer as they have done, and ſet up ſuch open 
Enſigns of Oppoſition, and Flags of Defiance, againſt the Standard of the Lord of 
Hoſts, as their Separate Meetings are, upon no ſure Ground, no better Bottom, than 
an Apprehenſion rhat — Seemed to draw People to pleaſe Men, Stenied to 
force them to prattice things, &c ? | | 
So again, in their ſecond Page they ſay. We _ ſaw, That if their Orders were pro- 
poſed on ſuch terms, ghat all were to be rendered of a aark and bad Spirit that did not conform 
then, &c. Here ye ſee, they cannot ſay that thoſe things which they call Friends-Or., 
ders were propoſed on ſuch terms; but Tf they were. Accordingly they ſay, thy 
did withſtand them that in effett, did fo propoſe them. They know if they had ſaid they 
had been propoſed girely or poſitively on ſuch terms, they ſhould have been immedi- 
ately convicted of a diret-and poſitive Lye. Therefore they uſe theſe ſhifting Ex. 
preſſtons, to bide themielves and decezve you. In like manner they go on there, and 
ſay, We had great cauſe to be jealous, ſeveral things propoſed were not from Heaven, but of 
Man. Sohereye may ſee, they don't pretend to have had a ceriaim Knowledge, a 
grounded Aſſurance that the things propoſed were not from Heaven, but a Jralouſje. 
only. And conlider, I pray, what was this Fealeuſic of their's grounded on ? a Foun- 
dation, ye will ſee, ſutable to it ſelfand to them. We had great cauſe, ſay they, to 
be Jealous, ſeveral things propoſed were not from Heaven, but of Man ; for in their Birth ina 
ro the Chrrch they Seemed nor to bear the Heavenly Image, neuhir ſhake hands with Holy 
Scriptures. Here's their JFealouſte, and the great: Cauſe of ir, a Seenting not to - 
_ bear the heavenly [mage. But ſure it had be/eemed them to have gone paſt Sceming, 
beyond Fealouſie, and to have had a certain, ſure, indubitable, poſirive Knowledge of 
what they Seemed to be Jealous of, before they had made a certain poſitive Rent, 
Breach, Diviſion, Separation from the Church of Chriſt, as they have done. Ah, 
how hath the Lord abandoned them to bli:dncſs, who have reſiſted his Light in the 
manifeſtations thereof, that they might diſcover their own Rakedneſs ? The Lord 
make every one of you wiſe, toimprove theſe diſcoveries of their Folly and Falſeneſs, 
to the advantage of your own Souls, that hereby ye may ſee, and ſeeing ſhun thaf*Se- 
ducing Spirit, which hath led them into theſe pernicious ways, and would through theit 
means lead you in after them. And for your further Information and Satisfactiqn-in: 
this matter, 1 (who, I think, may reaſonably pretend to know as much what has heen - 
done in the Meetings of this Conntry, as any other, having ſeldom been abſent from 
them) do plainly and ſrncercly declare, in God's Preſence and Fear, that I did never ' 
hear or know any of thoſe things which they call Friends:-Orders, propoſed on ſuch 
terms as they ſuggeſt, as thatall were to be rendered of a dark and bad Spirit, that © 
did not conform. Bnt I do certainly know, the things they contend againſt, hive 
been gently and tenderly propokd, and in a Chriſtian Spirit recommended to the Wueſs 
of Godin the Conſciences of thoſe, to whom they were propoſed ; and while ' there 
has not appeared a rugged, harſh, prejudiced m;xd, reſolved before hand, in a hegdy - 
will, to. break the Order, and thwart the Proceeding of the Meeting ; but Friends - | 
have found any meaſure of ' tenderneſs. inthe Perſons concerned, though not come to'ſo 
clear an underſtanding as, with fſatisfaftion, to comply with what was propoſed, the | 
Mecting has Fondeſcendee ro their weakzeſs, not deliring apy ſhould act without Sight, 
| | OT: 


ee et 


© SG Dan ene DD AED 


- 


"IT C7) 
or without. (muchleſs againſt) Faith.. Of which, 1 could give many .Inſtances»--Bur 
choſe who have been juſtly noted for dark Spirits, have. been ſuch as have declared 
they did not ſee, and yet haye ſet themſelves to: oppoſe, revile and vilifie that, which 


themſclves confelled they bad not a'ſight whether it was of God or not. 


To what F. R. and C. H. ſay concerning Endeavours 10 bury ;them alive, and take” 


Ye their good Name, and deſtroy their Labours ang Services for Ged- and:/bis Truth, lit- 
tle need, I think. be faid, plain it 1s, and too apparent, that their Labour and Service, 
of latter years, have not, been for, . but againſt God and his. Truth; And: more their 
Friends, than they are. aware of, have ſome been, who have endeavoured to deſtroy 
thoſe Labours and Services o! theirs, which (unleſs they. 'repent of, and forſake) will 
aſſuredly deſtroy them. But for their being buried alive, Iam (and always was) fo far 
from defiring they ſhould be fo, that I wiſh, atleaſt, they. were now capable of being 
ſv. Ah, what Savoxr of Life can any of you taſte ? What freſhSpring can any of you 
find ? What green wo / can any of you ſee throughout: their whole Account? The 
Lord give every one of you, who are in any:degree Fayourers of them, or inclining 
towards them, a true Savour of Life in your ſelves, that ye may foriake the Tombs, and 
and not ſeek the Living among the Dead. 

They ſpeak, Page 1. Of what ſeveral Friends have ſuffered from ſuch who have been con- 
entions for the Form, and hawve-made it the Meaſuring-Line ; And Page 4. they mention 
Formality being made the mcaſuring- Line of Fellowſhip and Unity.. That any Friends have 
made the Form the meaſuring-Line, I neither know nor believe, bur 'take it for a 
Slander. Kut if theſe Menthink the Form ought not to ve contended for, they are 
7anorant.. If they cannot diſtinguiſh between Form and: Formality they are Weak. In 
every Diſpenſation, Truth hath always appeared in ſome Form,and that Form which 
God appcints for Truth to appear in, ought to be contended for (if any, riſe up to- 
contend againſt ir) ſo-long as . the Diſpenſation continues, to which that - Form is 
adapted. Would theſe Men have a Religion withow Form? Or would they have 4 Fo: m 
10t worth contending for ? © Conſider, I intreat you, ye who have been at their Separate 
Meetings, Have they no Form ? - Do they. pretend to none ? Are they lid back into ſuch 


a Choas of Confuſion, that they are, - or- would be, as the Earth was, while Darkneſs ( | tr 


w2$ Upon the face of the Deep, without Form ?. If. they have no Form, they have 70 
Order ; and how then is che God of Order their God ?: : If they have a. Form, but ſuch 
an one as they think rot worth contending - for, they had as good have none.. If they 
have a. Form which they do think worth contending for; nay, if they have contended, 
even unto Separation;chat they might impoſe 4 Form of their own invention upon+us, how 
can they, without the greateſt Injuſtice, blame us for contending for the Form which, we 
believe, the Power of Truth has led us into? But making the Form the meaſuring- 
Line, isa Phraſe of their own, notof Friends, - by which they endeavour to cloud your 
underſtandings, and prejudice your minds againſt Friends. The Spiritual meaſuring- 
'Line is the Spirit of God, by which the Spiritual-minded meaſure Spiritual things. 
And by this meaſuring-Line, They, that oppoſe the Form of Truth, are certainly 
known and diſcovered not to be acted and guided by the Power of Truth 3 And yet 


the Farm is not made the meaſuring Line, Is there not a Form of ſound Words, 2.Tim.1. 


13?.”And ifany, who profeſs Truth, ſhould not only depars from the Form of ſound 
Words, but ſhould rejett, deſpiſe, oppoſe, contend againſt it, would ye not blame, re- 
| | prove 
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prove, rondemn ſach perſons ? 'But would ye have it from hence infer'd, that Ye thaks 
the Form the meaſuring-Line ? | 

They ſay, Whenthe Womens Meetings were fer up, the People were told, that was ſet 
to keep things ſweet and clean, forgetting the fear of the Lord, which can only effett that ankle 

* Thus they pretend to exalc the Fear of the Lord, but it is that they might debaſe and 

deſtroy thoſe means which the Lord hath made uſeful in his Church, for the ftirring 
»/p of the pure Mind, and keeping in a Watchful ſtate of Subjeftion to the Lord in hy 
Fear, and reclaimigg or calling back to the Fear of the Lord thoſe, that by the Wiles 
of the Enemy may at any time be drawn from it, and for the denying and teſtifying 
againſt ſuch as harden themſelves againſt the Lord's Reproof, ſuch as caſting bic Fear be. 
bind their Backs, perſiſt in Evil, and will not be reformed, who by the judgment of 
Truth, ariſing in the heavenly Power in the Hearts of the Faithful, are to be ſwepr our 
of the Family of God, as by the Beſnom of the Lord. And is not that a proper way 
and means to keep things ſweet and clean? Did Paul, think ye, forget the fear of the 
Lord ;, or knew he not, as well as theſe men, the vertuous Efficacy of it to keep ſer 
and clean, when he took ſo great Care and Pains to watch ever the Churches for that 
end ? When he gave particular d:rection for the aged Women to inſtrutt and teach the 
younger, Tit. 2. 3, 4,55 Was not the end of this to keep things. ſweet and clean? 
And might'not Hymen&s or Alexander, or ſome other Apoſtate in that day, have a. 
villed with as much Reaſon as theſe men now do, and have faid ; the Apoſtle forge 
the Fear of God, which can only effett that work ? But the Children of Light, who abide 
in the Light, do, in and by the Light, ſee through and over all theſe empry Cavil; 
And in true and tender Pitty, and Chriſtian Compaſſion to your Souls, ate theſe things 
briefly opened unto you ; that ye may ſee, ard ſeeing may believe, and believing may 
be ſaved from the ſnare the Enemy hath laid to catch you. 

And whereas F.R. and C.#.complain of ſome crying, Make no Bargain with that Syj- 
rit, and feed it with Tudgment, &c. And of Sitting with Hats on in the time of their Prayer, 
as 4 Teſtimony before all ſorts of People againſt their Spirits ; with much more of like kind, 
which ye may ſee in pag. 2. of their Account. This I ſay, is deceirfully written by 
them to begwile the ſimple, and make the Ignorant believe that theſe Carriages to- 
wards them were the Cauſe and Occaſiex of the Differences between Friends and them 

' ia theſe parts : for they immediately add, Now theſe things are repeated, that none may 
be ſo ignorant as to think we begun theſe Quarrels with our Neighbours, and Friends. Now 
the God of Heaven knows, and they know in their own Conſciences, that jn this 
they deal decezrfully. For the plain and naked Truth is, that theſe things appeared 
not in any of our Meetings in this Country, not a Hat kept on in the time of their 
Prayer, nor any oper ſhew of diſ-union with, . or dillke to their Teſtimony (how 
much ſo ever ſome of us were then grieved and burdened by them) until they had fr{ 
Joyned themſelves to the chief Authors and F omenters of Diviſion and Separation in other 
parts, abetting their Canſe, eſpouſing their Quarrel, and having made a Party for 
them amongſt Friends in this Conntry, brake forth into an oper Oppoſition to the way 
and order of Truth, and by their continual Serife and Contertion, had done their en- 
deavours to break our Meetings to pieces, and by their unruly and tarbulent behaviour, 
had giren nnqueſtionable proofs, that they were departed from the Fellowſhip of the 
Goſpel of Peace, and of Friends were become Encmics to Truth. And ſurely os 
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kad no reaſon ts expect to be owned by Friends in their; Preaching and Praying, after « 
they or their party had publiſhed Friends to the Werld:to be Apo/tates, : Iynovaters, In- 
groducers of Popery, and the liks. As for the Papers they mention, adviſing Friends to 
make 10 Bargain with that Spirit, and feed it with Fudgment, &c. Thoſe Papers declate 
what Spirit that was that was not to be bargained with, but fed with Judgment, 
namely, that which was gore ext of Truth, and had led into Dividon and Separation ; 
and if theſe men had not known themſelves guilty, and, That thty were joyncd 10 that 
Spirit, and to thoſe that by that Spirit were led into.Diviſion and Separation in other 
parts, what need it have troubled them to hear ſuch Papers read amongſt Friends | 
for a warning and caution te Friends to beware that they were not entangled by that : 
Spirit? Why ſhould theſe men have taken offence at the reading of ſuch a Paper, any 
more than any other Friend in the Meeting where it was read, if they had not then | 
been i» the Strife, Contention and work of Diviſion, and ſo felt a ſtroke reach them in 
the reading of theſe Papers, that were deſigned as a Caution to all ? 

Their charging Friends, . pag. 2. . with. ,cndeavonring to leaven the Minds, of convinced 
People from Houſe to Houſe, to 1icreaſe their Party, and to defame ſuch as were not of it 5; 
is ſo exact a deſcription of their own Conrſcs, that I am perſwaded there are few Fami- 
hes of Friends in this Country but can convict them of it z And I dare appeal to many 
cf you,if ye have not found it ſo your ſelves. Nay,does not F.R. ſtill continue to draw 
ſome Patients of his, to come to ſpeak with him at his ſeparate Meeting-place, that 
fo he may engage them, whoelſe would not come there, to help increaſe his number ? 
But their charging Friends with writing, approving and printing Books againſt ſeveral 
whom they call antient Friends by Name, wherein (they ſay) are ſeveral Falſhoods and 
Scandals, 15 fo notoriouſly known, and has been fo openly and unanſwerably proved, 
to be the guilt of their 6wn party, that it argues an extream degree of hardneſs and ime 
pudence in them to mention it. Let them produce, if they can, any one Book to ju- 
ſtifie their Charge, before W. R. writ his foul Invettive againſt Friends, under the 
Title of The Chriſtian Quaker difiinguiſhed from The Apoſt ate and Innovator, m five Parts. 
Which famors piece, if my Memory fail me not, I have heard F. R. ſay remained 
ſome conliderable time in his hand before it was printed ; ſo that he could not be 
ignorant of it: Nay, he was a Promoter and Spreader of it, after it came abroad. 
Judge ye' now, how great a picce of Deceit it is in them to blame Friends for that, 
which their own party firſt went into, and neceſlitated Friends to an{wer, 'in De- 
ſence and Vindication of the Truth and tliemfelves, | | | 

After the ſame manner they cry out of {nvions ReflettHons, pag. 2. Baſe Reflections, and, J 
Helliſh Names, pag. 3. When as, beides what they yvtter by Word of Month 1n their | 
Preaching and Dif. ourſing, what Refiedion, that 1s envious and bale, 1s not to be, | 
found in their printed Looks and /amphlets againſt Friends,? How full is that Book | 
of W. Rogers, and other Fooks writ fince by þim, of abuſive. Languege, _ bitter, 
Words and baſe Reflef1o1s | What is there elſe in Bug?s and' BullocPs Writings ! And 
for exvious Refleftions and Helliſh Names, what Sheet of Paper ever contained more 
Lnan thoſe of Sfr Aldridge ! in torming of which how great an hand theſe very men 
had, 1s not unknown to ſome : But if ye look no further than the Account they have 
now publ:ſhed, - ther ye ſhall find they ſy, Wren tne Womens- Meetings were fu ft {ts up, 
w-any ws ſo clevatcd with it, that they ran like Gehazi, &c. Genazi ye know, 'was Ser - 
Vant 
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l' vant to the Prophet that cured Naaman the Aſſyrian of his Leproſie 3 and when the 
| Prophet had refuſed to take a Reward from Naamar for the Cure, Gehazi ran after, 
him in the Propnet's Name, with Lyes of his own inventing i» his 17outh, on purpoſe, 
and tono other end but to get Money and Clothes of him, 2 Kirgs 5. Now for theſe men 
to ſay of any Friends, that they were ſo elevated with the Womens- Meeting, that 
they run like Gehazi, what baſer Refleftion could they have caſt! yet here ye. ſee they 
caſt this baſe and envious Refie&tion upon #2any. What more fo-l as well as falſe 
Slander could they have vented or invented ! Yet theſs men,, ye ſce, in that. very Pa- 
per, wherein they have thus baſelyrefleted on others,, are not iſhained to tax others 
with envious and baſe Reflections”! whofe Injnfice herein I repreſent, to your view, 
and ſerious conſuleration; thit'ye may weigh, and duly confider what Spirit It tis, 
they were pnided by in writing that Account. : That ſo ye may not give your ſelves 
vp, through an affectionate fondneſs, to an wplicit beſſef of what they ſay or write; 
but may examine and try them by the true meafuring-Line, the Spirit of Truth, which 
uncoveistheir Decet. FN —_— | | | 

They reject 'Truth's order upon pretence, pag. 2. that Several things propoſed have 
2ot pro:ed a Blriſing to the Churc?, mn ſuch thizgs they were pretended for, viz. to keep things 
fweet and clean, he truly ſenſible Ones, the faithful and honeſt-hearted, know the 
contrary, notwithſtanding the pains theſe men have taken, -by their Oppoſitions, to 
prevent the Blefling, and make things unſavoury and unclean. But, I pray conſider, 
what hath their Diſorder done? how /weer and clean have things been Kept amongſt them? 
So.far has their Diviſion and Separation beer from being a Bleſſing to the Church, that it 
hath proved a grievos_Cxrje tro many of.rhem that have Tun into it 5 And hath led 
ſorne of them utterly to part irom rhe very profefiion of True), and fit down again 
der toe preaching of a Pariſh. Pricft ? of which Examplcs might be produced in ſeveral 
parts. Kut, not to ſeek Examples far: from home, what fpartrering work has been 
among them, lince their Seperation from Truth and Friends, even in their own Mecting 
at Wickham ! "Qne that was a bold Champion in their Quarrel, a great Contenger for them. 
againſt FriendsSand Truth's order, and went into the Separation with them, hath ſince 
turned Papiſt, and>gone openly to Xalſs. I forhear to name the Perſon, or publiſh, 
(at preſent) the miſcarrs..ge which drove him from them, being unwilling to expoſe 
perſons or things, unlcK neceſſitated thereunto. ,, Another, that had got up. to bea 
#ert Preacher among them>hath of late c/erted both them and his Profeſſion, and is 
naw ſaid to hanker after. the\Papriſts. Divers others of their party in that Town 
are gone off from the very Profeſlion of Truth, and are gone to the Prieſt, or the 
Tox-Knor, or both, as I have been credibly informed. The Lord make thcſe Examples 
warnings to you, that ye may not tempt. God, as ſome have done, and by him be given 
up to a reprobate ſer.ſe, - hav = 

They ſtrike alſo at the order of Truth,*nnder the phraſe of #»ſcriptaral Diſcipline, 
Page 2. and of wnfcriptural Orders, page 2. af they thought, and would have you 
believe the way and method of acting and managing the Afﬀairs of the Churchnow,, 
were as expreſly ſet down, and plainly to be read in the writings of the new Teſta- 
:nent, as the Diſcipline. of the Church under the Law was, in the writings of the old: 
got confidering, or not ſeeming toregard, the Difference between the Diſpenſations , 
of Law and Goſpel; whereof the one was expreſly l;mirred.to 4 litreral Preſcript, the 


other 


| (11) | 
ather left to the Dire&ion of the free and unlimitted Spirit of God, which is never ab- 
{nt from the true Church, and by which the true Church ought to be, and is guided. 
They ſhoanl4 do well to diſtinguiſh between wnſcripteral and Anti-Seriptaral, betwecn 
tat witch is contrury to the Scripture, and that which 1s m5 conrrary to it, though 
not expreſly and tully fer down in it: And ye would do well to 5ut them to ſpeak their 
ſenſe plainly in the caſe. If their meaning be, that the order and Diſcipline ot the 
Church of Chriſt, is expreſly, particularly, invariably and fully 7: ter;»s tet down in 
the Scriptnres of . the New Tettament, let them aſſert it, and the»y;, or others, {hall 
ſoon, by God's aſſiſtar.ce, be made fenlible of their Error. Or, if they will af- 
tirm, and undertake to prove, that. the order, way, or method of managing the 
Affairs of the Church of Chriſt, now uſed amongſt Friends, is contrary to the 
Scriprures of Truth, it ſhall not belong before they ſhall be convicted of Falſhood and 
Signder therein. in the mean time 1t will not be a miſsto obſerve, what Scriptural 
' Orders they have brought forth, either during their jangling Contention with Friends, 
or lince their Separation from us. They, who fo tartly twit Others with wnſcrip- 
tural Orders, ſhould (one would think) be very exact in tquaring their own Orders by 
the Letter of the. Scriptures. How Scriptural their Practices are, in the caſe of Mar - 
riage, In their Separate Meetings, [refer to your own impartial Obſcrvati>ns, -who 
have been preſent-at any of them: What they have laid down in their late printed 
Account, and which they- ſay they delired, is, That the Men and Women might met 
together, whilſt we. ſate to wait upen God, ad wo, whilſt all M.riages were propoſed, and 
that Men might - take . care concerning thiir Sex, and the Women of theirs, againſt the next 
Meeting ; and then, if the Wemen had any mind to be together, about atiy other AMatiers, 
that they. thought they could do beſt by themſelves, they might take their Liverty, &C. Tearneſt= 
ly preſs you to contider, and wiſh ye would as earneſtly preſs them to ſhew where 
this Order which they propeſe 1s expreſt in the holy Scriptures, . Is there any plu 
Direct40n of ſuch a method there ?. Is there any [rimarion there that the Saints (9 
practiſed ? Have they any, either Precept or Precedent in the Scriptures of Truth for 
this Propoſal of that, more then we have for our praciice which they reje& ? They 
ſay, It u a: Comfort tothem that they can ſay in the preſence of God, They havc not been the 
cauſe of Diviſion, by bringing into the Church any ſort of wiſcriptural Diſciple, and yet in 
the ſame hreath (as it were) they propole the bringing ina Dilctplin- no whit more 
Scriptural then tha which they oppoſe ?- O Conlicer theſe things, 1 beſeech you, all 
ye well-meaning Ones, who have been and are in any mcaſure berrnled by the fair 
Spezches and ſmooth Intinuations of theſe, and ſuch lice men. Bring their work to 
the Light of Chriſt, examin it by the Light, weigh it in the true Ballance, try 
it by the-true. Touch-ftone, and takes not every .thing for- Gold ' that doth a little 
liſter. | 
; They add, that they deſired Onur Mecctings might conſiſt of ual fied clyfn Friends, 
from each particulgr Meeting, and not be filled up with Tomhs, and Girls, and Strargers frem 
ether Countries, io buſie themſerves, to head and make Parties among tt, and then car: Y Tules 
form place to place, to increaſe difference. Surely none, whether, Strangers from «ther 
Countries, or others, ſhould head and make. Partzes in Mectings, or carry Tales from 
place to place : yer this, I certainly know, was their prattice in our Mectings, while 
they continued amongſt us, and by that means the Difference was much wicreaſcd in 
| | tlicle 
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theſe Parts. But if they would have Strangers (by which 1 ſuppoſe they mean Friends) 
of other Countries wholly excluded from. our Meetings, I ſay Diſtance of place, or:re. 
moteneſs of outward Habitations; ought, not to inake any ſuch Diſtin&jor among uz, 
None are Strangers to us, to our Meecings, or to the ſervice of Truth in our Meer. 
in2s, who are not Strangers to that divine Life a;:. Power, but dwellin it, and arr 
ſubject to it, by which we have been gathered t© be a people to the Lord, andoy 
Jpirits engaged to his ſervice. The 5piric of Chriſt is an univerſal, free, unlimit. 
ted Spirit, and both teaches us how to behave our ſelves towards Friends that comg 
from other Coutcries, £0 fit, in the Vnity of the ſane Spirit,, with us. in our Mectingy 

and them how to behave themſelves amongſt us. But I fear theſe men are no more -juf 
ia this cavil than in the former. Dom they, tink ye, when they go into other 
Countries, help fill up the Meetings of their own Party ? Ask them if they haVef 
done, and buficd themſelves to head and make Parties, and, help make Diviſion, 
where Mectings have not been aGtvally divided. And whether Strangers from other 
Comntries, ſuch as are confederatcd with them in their, wicked work of Separation, come 
not to their ſeparare Mecting in tis Country, 1 appeal to your own obſervation and 
knowledye, who ſometimes reſort thither. * Judge you then of cheir Sincerity in makin 

this Cavil. And as to tneir other Cavil about Touths, and Girls, filling up our Meetings, 
if thereby they mean that the Meetings conſeſt of ſuch, ?its falſe : If they mean not 
ſo, but only that ſome young ones are ſometimes there preſent, *tis idle. The Meet- 
ings, it is well known, conſiſt of the molt  ar.t;enr, grave, weighty Friends, of either 
Scx, inthe Country. And if any yourg people, or old cither, that have been little 
amongſt us at onr other Meetings, and whoſe deportment and behaviour hath not an- 
ſucred their Pro{lion, have ſtept in, ſuch have been taken ont, and defired to with- 
draw. Eut if they except againſt all that are 'yonng in Years, mcerly becauſe they 
are young, their exception is to be excepted againſt as not according to Truth ; Andl 
queltion whether they obſerve their own methods in the ſeparate Meetings they have 
{ſt up. Butif they do not, 1t 1s then without queſtion that they urge. theſe things, 
not froma conſcientions tenderneſs, and with a ſincere mind, but as a ground.of 
Cortention and occaſion of Qzarredl., So alſo they fay, they delired that our Meetings 
mint conſiſt of qualified choſen Friends, from cach particular Aceting. But I pray now, 
do their ſeparate vcetings conhiit of fuch qualified choſen perſons. Ye that have been 
amongſt thei, G21 faithfully with your ſelves, and if ye ſind them falſe in theſe par- 
ticulars, urging thoſe things in prerence, which they do not practice in reality, ſuffer 


not your ſelves to be accurved by them, As for our Meetings, they do conſiſt of qua | 


lificed Friends, from each particular Meeting, ſich as ate choſe by him who beſt knows 
their Qualifications, God, who guabfies them for the ſ:rvice he engages them in, and 
engages their Spiri's in alt huly Concern to undertake the work he qualifies them for. 
But is it not ſtrange that tlieſe men, who ſeem ready to flarrle at the very Name of 
Torm, and cry out fo feartully againſt T-po/ition, ſhould on a ſudden fo far forget 
themſcives, as thus to cortera for Form in cnooling the Members of their Meeting, 
and impoſe wpon all cthers, that ſhould not be choſen and qualified as they think 


fit, ro abſemt themſelves from thoſe Afectings* What Confuſion do theſe Men run 
Into ? | | | 


Now, 


— 
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Now, having told us what they deſired, they go onto tell us what they have dif. 
liked, as that when Perſons have declared, that they could nat go to the Womens Ateeting with 


their Marriage, for Conſcience ſake, ſeveral have declared to this efftft, That the anthari- 
oo Tudgment concerning ſuch Conſciences belong'd to them, and that they had power to judge 
P 


irits and Conſciences, and that they had ot oxy power to deſire, bitt. to require Marriages 
before the Womens Metting, and that thi; could have no Unity with, neither ſtand Witneſs t0 
any Marriage, but what went firſt to a diſtin Womans Meeting, and th,3t ſuch ought not to 


any great advantage accxx® unto their Cauſe, nor will you, I hope, find cauſe of Of- 
fence, from any of theſe fore-going Expreſſions. As for the authority of jndging C0ne 


Now if this Couple ſhall refuſe to procced in that Method, for the accompliſhing , 


Examine, Try, Judge a Flea of Conſcience, .whether 1t ve fincere or no, efp.cially 
in a Caſe wherein themſelves are to beconcerned? Worſe then wonld the Condition of 
2 Meeting be, than that of a fingl: Perſon We have been told in-leed by ſome of 
ther, when we have asked, of the Parties refuiing,, a rea/9m of tr refaſiag to let 
their Proceedings: be lookt into by the Womens Mceting,. that we ought nor to ak them 
ſuch Queſtions; but that, when they have declared it to be matter of Conjcience to them, Tre 
ought ro be ſatisfied with that Anjwer, without inquiring jurthtr, Eut This has not an- 
ſnered our Conſciences, nor our Underſtandings. We belicved that, 'im 4 Caſe wherc- 
Ws D.. | in. 
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curing Liberty Eaſe & Relicf to thoſe Members that are in Sufferings by Perſecution, 


- 


wy | | | Ee) .- : | 
in they deſired us to, be concerned, we might reaſonably deſire tobe further ſariified thy 
ſo. Their excepting againſt any Friends, ſaying, (if any did ſay)-they had power, 
Juage Spirits, ſhews how fhorr they are of the ſtate of the Spiritual Alan, Who, the 
Apollle teſtifies, - Judges all rhirgs, 1 Cor. 2.15. Conſider, 'I intreat -you, wherefore 
was the Gift of Diſcerning Spirits given to the Church, as we read it was, 1 Cor.12,19, 
If it was not to be uſed in the Church? And' wherefore were the Saints exhorted 
17Johng.1. To y the Spirits whether they were of God or no, if they have not received 
from God ability to Try, and power, upon Tryal, to J#4ge, whether thoſe: Spirit, 
'are of God or not ; at leaſt ſo far as relates to thiir ewn ſatisfattion, in receiving or not 
receiving, joyning or not joyning with them ? If any Friend, being ſenſtble ' that 
' Couple was clouded and muddled in their minds (as ſome have been in our Meetin 
by the Oppoſitions and Gain-ſayings of theſe Men and their Party): and thereby made 
uncapable at preſent of ſeeing what the Lord required of them, ſhould aCviſe them 
not haſtily to proceed in Marriage, but wait ri/! the Cloud was over, what hurt wa 
there in that toany ? If it were faid to ſome, that rheir Refuſal proceeded nor fron 
Conſcience, but from ſiubboruneſs and Tillſr l1eſs ; What then ! was thatimpoſſible toe 
'true ? Or impoſſible to be known ? or, being true, and being known, was it unfit to 
be ſpoken? If any knew it by an inward ſence, they had the better ground to ſpeak 
it on. And though it is not probable any Friends expreſt themſelves as theſe Me 
have ſet ir down, viz. by an inward ſence without any outward Demonſtration ; yet 1d, 
| Andif theſe Men hold otherwiſe, ye would do wel 
to put them to ſpeak plainly, that you and all may fee how far they are degenerated 
However, this is certain, that in thoſe controverted Caſes which came before the 
Meeting in this Country, during thg Diſturbances that theſe Men made-there, what- 
ever inward ſence any Friends had of the Srubbor; neſs, wilfnlneſs, and inſineere Pleas of 
Conſcience made by any whom they abbetred, the Lord never ſuffered us to want 
Outward Demonſtration thereof alſo, ſufficient to confirm that inward fence, and 
convict the Oppoſlers. 

They proceed in diſcovering their Diſlike, ſaying, Aſo we have not liked to ſend 
Men from the Country to the Yearly- Meeting, to ſign Papers againſt Miniſters of the Goſpel 
for Non-Conformity. For my part, Il never knew any ſent for that purpoſe, nor any 


' Papers ſigned at the Yearly-Mecting againit any Miniſters of the Goſpel for Non-Cor- 


formity. Theſe are but falſe 7nſearations, by which they endeavour to fill your 
minds with prejudice againlt Friends, that thereby they may bind you the faſter to them- 
ſelves. But the Lord I hope, will break their Bands of Intquity, and open your Under- 
ſtandings to ſee and diſcern between Truth and Falſhood, that ye may reject the one, 
and cleave to the other. Therefore take not their Stories upon truſt, but examine 
and try them. Here, ye ſee, they ſuggeſt as if Friends of the Country were ſent to 
the Yearly-Mecting to ſign Papers againſt Miniiters of the Goſpel for Nen-Confor- 
mity. This is falſe. Thoſe Friends that go from the Countries to the Yearly-Meet- 


ing, go, as inthe general Love of God, ſo on the general Service of Truth, to com- 


municate the general ſtate and condition of Friends in the ſeveral Counties they go 
from, and to conſider and adviſejtogether, in the openings of Life and heavenly Coun- 
ſel ſrom God, how to be ſerviGble one to another, and to the whole body, in pro- 


or 
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"ſuppoſe in this Cavil they aim at that. 
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.or Labour under Neceſſities and Wants, whether icithis Naribn' or any:other's "Mid 
to be Inſtrumentally helpful to open the way, as the Lord opens their. Hearts and Uh- 
_— thereunto, that. Truth may havea free and open-paſlage, to be propd- | 
-pated an | 

- the Spirits of his. Servants thereunto z,'-whereby 7hs' Body edefies it (ſelf -in Love. 
:But theſe Meetings, I know, this fort of  Oppoſers have long diſliked-and reproached g 


pread in other-Nations either by Buoks or Preaching, as'the Lord ſhalt ſtir 


nor are they, in realty, for any ſectled Meetings for Buſineſs, eithdr Monthly, Quat= 


terly, or Yearly, but-ſuch as themſelves may dire& and govern, Now as for what they 
-ſuggeſt of ſigning Papers agalnft Miniſters of rhe Golpel for Non-Conformity, as I 
"know of none ſuch ever figned there, ſo there having been but 'one Paper, that I 


r:mnember, ſigned at the : Yearly-Meeting againſt any that 'pretended to be Miniſters, I 
| That was a Teſtimony ſigned inthe year 1677. 
2painſt-7.5, and 1.W. who were gone from the Unity of Friends, into a Separate Spirit, 
and had countenanced an open Separation in the North, long before. And having been 
charged by Friends in the North with many things contrary to the Teſtimony of Truth, 


after many Meetings had between Friends and them thereupon,a Mecting was at length 


by joynt conſent of both Parties, appointed to be held at Draw-Well in'Tork-ſhire,in the 


24. Month 1676. which Meeting laſted four days; and thereupon a full hearing of the 


Charge againſt them, and their Defence, they were found faulty in the moſt \matetial 
things laid to their Charge (as by the Narrative of the Proceedings of that Meeting, 


ſigned by above twenty Friends that were preſent, doth appear) And after a deep 


Travel of Spirit for them, that they might be brought 'to a ſence of their Guilt, they 


ſeemed atlevgth in ſome degree bowed, and produced a Paper, in order to give Satil- 


faction to Friends, containing a Condemnation of themſelves, and of that Spirit by which 
But quickly after (being blaimed, as was ſaid,by Tome of their 
own Party, and encouraged to perſiſt in their former Oppoſition ) they aenyed ther own 
Paper of Condemnation, vling Fallhoods and Equivecations to avoid the force of it (as 
with relation to 1. S. I my telf from a perſonal Conferrence which 1 had with him at 
1. £4 Honſe, do certainly know) and their great Agent WV. R. who not only was one 
of that Meeting at Draw-Well, but was ſaid to have aſſiited them in drawing up that 
Paper of Condemnation for them, did afterwards expreſly ſay, I was but a Rattle 0 
pleaſe Children; which evidenced the Narghtmeſs of their hearts, and the inſincerity of 
their dealings, who afterwards coffcetaing their work of Oppoſition, Diviſion and 


 Saparation, they were tenderly adraoniſhed thereof -in an Epiſtle from ſeveral Friends 


at London in the 34d. Month 1676. But they rejeCting the tender Love of Friends to- 
wards them, and hardening themſelves againſt the good advice in that Epiſtle given 
them, went on in their dividing Work, 7.S. Travelling the Countries, and ſpreading 


the Diviſion ard Separation further. Whereupon Friends felt a neceflity upon their 
[Spirits at-the Yearly-Meeting 1677. (above a year after) to give forth a publick Teſtt- 
-mony againſt them, and againſt that dr/iding Spirie-they. were then led by.” - That all 


Friends might be warned of then, that no-more might be deceived by them, and that 
the Meeting mighr beclear in the-fight of God, who (had laid that concern weighty 


-npon it. For your ſakesit is, O ye beguiled ones, whom my Soul both pitties and ſeeks, | 
that 1 have given this ſhort, but plain account of this matter, that yeway have a right, * 
underſtanding of things, andinot #@ be-miſ-led by. miſ-reports and miſ-repreſertargo»> Of 


natters, to the hardening of you againſt the Work of the Lord, and the ker upp of 


+ 
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your own Souls. WOTE> ey, F 


(16) 
'They expreſs their Diſlike'alſo of Contencious Books ſent, as they ſay, on rhe Countricy, 
” , Chargez Andall thoſe contentions Papers that have been ſent abroad to be read in Meetings, 
teaching People helliſh Names againſt their Brethrew, and to fir them up to. deny the Teſti. 
 mony arid Prayers of ſuch whom (ſay they): ws. believe. the. Lurd hath gifred for that 
Service. But they ſheuld be remembred, ; that, it was their own Party began their 
 Contention in Print, and have carried it on as vigorouſly as they could, tlll the work 
grew heavy to thtm ; and now. theſe two, as.two, frelt Heads, ſtarting up in the 
room of the 01d; begin to renew the War in Privt. If they diſlike contentious Books 
and Papers, that teach People Heliſh Names, why do they. not openly thew their dif.. 
like of W. Ropers his copteations Baoks and Papers ? Of. Francrs-Buggs contentions Books ? of 
Fefjery Bullik's contentions Books? Of. Suſan Aldridge her cententions Paperszwhich are ſtuit 
with luch baſe Refie&ions and. velliſh Names, as {ulkciently manitelt from whence that 
Spirit came that gave them forth ; Yet theſe: (ſo great is thei Parrialuty and Injufice) 
they can diſpenſe with well caougi. Theſe, or ſo many of them as they think tuitable 
to their Service, they can ſecre:ly ſcatter and ſpread abroad, and yet (Which ſhews the 
falſeneſs of theirSpirit) cry out agaiplt contentious Books and Papers that teach Pea- 
pls belliſh..Names.. 0 
- As for being ſirred up to deny the T eſizmeny aud Prayers of ſucn. when, theſe men ſay they. 
believe the Lord hath gifted for that Service; they need. not lay that upon any Papers. 
Certain it is that the, holy God, who hates Hypecrsſze, and loathes Diſſumulation, hath 
” byhis immediate Power itixrcd up the Spirits of many faithful, Friends, . in theſe as well 
 a$ in other parts, to deny the Teſtimony and Prayers of. this Hypocritical Generation, 
whotothe Warld have publiihed Friends to be, poſt ares, /wnovators, Int. gancers of Pg- 
pery, 1dolaters,ſetters up of Images Idol-Prophcts, a treacherous Compary,p feſt with the Spy- + 
rig of Belial,,vercenary Judges, ſeif- ſeeking flaviſb D, udges led.by »atan, with much more 
ſuch filthy ſtuff; and yet (tor lonie evil eras Of other )will. thruſt inzo our Meetings,and - 
attempt to. offer their. ayagceprable Gifts amongſt us, and be very angry too, if 
they are not received and owned by. us. Hear, O Heavens, and. give Ear O Earth! 
Was the like ever known in any Age or Nation { Can a Parailel be found in: the Re» 
cords.of Tiine, figce inan had a beizg upon the face of the Eaith, that eyer any men 
that had branded a Feople with ſuch infamous and wnchriſtianizing Marks and Names, 
aad had attually ſeparated from them, did wx themſelves among the ſame People, ro joyn 
1 worſhip wich them, did bow the Knee at the Prayers of thoſe whom they had ſo ſtig- 
matized with the moſt .odious Brands, , and forcg,ypen ſuch their own Preaching and - 
Praying, with exvions Refledions on them, it they not comply with, and bow thereto ! 
| yet thus hath this party dealt with Friends, They have openly branged them with. 
the melt infamors Marks, Charaters and Names. They have pcrliſted in the defence 
thereof, and ratlier than acknowledge any Evil they had.cone therein, they have cho- 
ſen to rend off and ſeparate from us, thereby waking themſelves a diſtinCt People from 
us,as one of their own party(s ſ-al?,but buſie Agent in the work of Diviſion and ſeparas 
rion in theſe parts) ſaid openly ata Conference between Friends and them in Wickh.ayn 
ſome Years ago (in my hearing, F. R. and C. #. being preſent) that They and We axe 
"1 really two diſtiieh People, as London and York are two aiſtin& Cities, . All which not- 
i -ding, theſe men would fain be Preaching and Praying among us, would fain | 
[> -beir Peachipg, ang ſtoop zo their Prayers 3 Ang they themfelyes bow toy 
|| Withſtay,. 49.2 ; 


and. 
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ore thus expoſed, revled and vilified, arid ſeparated from. © horrible Hypocrilie ! 


'yet now that they are withdrawn, and have ſet up 


1d ſeem 1n ontward appearance to own and joyn with the Prayers of thoſe, whom they 


They add yet one diſlike more, 'which is of, ſuch Preacherr that inſtead of Preaching 
th1 Goſpels ſpend (they lay) moſt of their time in kaſe Reflettions, &c, This is ſo na- 
torioutly KNOWN in theſe paris to de their own praftice, that I am perſwaded there are 
few, if any, That have frequently heard them, but know this to be cherry own Guile, 
Theſe are the Reaſons they*bave thought fir to publith, for which (with many mort 
not publiſhed, (for they love Reſerves) and would willingly be thought to have more 
behind) they ſay, any Friends (meaning themſelves and Rperate Party) have racber 
chiſen 20 meet apart,whereby they might peaceably enjoy the true end of thei M:ztings, &c. $0 
that their meeting apar, as they term it, 1s here deelared hy themſelves to be their own 
choice, They Co not ſay, God hath drawn thealto'ic, nor that. Friends have'driven 
-hem'to it :' but that rhey themſelves have Choſen i ;_ which is an Obſervation, fit to 
x coſidercd by all thoſe, who, though favourably Opinioned concern are 
not. baprized into the ſame Spirit of prejudice and haraieſs with them. They have 
clivſen to mcer" apart 3, which is a quaint Phaſe they have alſo choſen'to cover their Se» 
paration. © That they conld come ro mONY71 goo? alſo, over him whom they haye 
pierced by that ard other wirodly Prattices!, But though they have thus choſen ro meer 
apart, that they »ighe (as they pretend) peacebly enjoy the end of theix Meetings, and, 
4s in their 8th page 1s expreſt \bave withdraws to IC uch places,where they might he at quiet,ts 
en'.y the liberty of their Conſciences; yet, ſo reſtleis is their Envy, that they will not let 
thc te whom they have thus parted atd withdrawn from, be at quiet to enjoy the liberty 
of their Conſciences, and enjoy peacebly the end of their Meetings : but ever and anon 
they reſort 'to their Meetings, whom they ſay they have withdrawn and perred from, to 
make Difturbances, and ſtir up Contention and Strife there. They pretend they with- 
drew from our Mectings, afid choſe ro meer apart, becauſe they 'could not have their li- 
berty to Preach and Pray among us, without —_— and teſtified againſt. And 
Meetings part, as they lay, accord- 
Ing to their own Chozce, they will nor. yet be quiet, nor let others be quict neither ; but {6 


-natural is Strife and Contention to them, for all their fejgned pretenccs to Peace, that 


not ſatisfied with' their ow Choice, ' they {Hl thiruft into oar Meetings, which they bave 
mithdrawn and parted from, and will force and impoſe upon ny their Preaching and Pray- 
ing, which by experience they know we cannot receive ; as.if they did it on purpoſe 
to provoke, and draw forth a Teſtimcny againſt them, v hich might cauſe ſome ciſtur- 
bance in our Meetings, 'which they might improve to the advantage of their Party. 
Judge now, O every impartial 'Soul, whether their thus doing can proceed from a 
Chiiftian and peaceable Spirit, which they ſo much pretend to. or whether this Prattice 
of theirs doih not plainly ſpesk, that they are nor r7c.uly, and indeed Lovers of Peace, 
bu: ſeckers of occations of Strife and Contention; not willing to let others e1yoy that 
quier, which rhemſclves pretend they ſeperatd for. E ;Þ$1 
Having opened, | think, the moſt, or moſt material Paſſages, which. in their 
Account they aſſign for the Grounds cf their Offence, and Reaſons of their Stpapati- 
ox, and thereby anſwered the End of my preſent Undertaking, which was to unde- 
ceive you, by expoling- their Falſ/xeſs and Folly to your views, that none of you 
may be further berrayed by them, for way of ſoflicent Information and warning ;. I 


22, F*, 5, EEE. Sp 'Q, Z. (a= +s kk 3x . =" b 
prefent take much notice of the remaining Fragments, of their PamplM 
perhaps; but for your ſakes, I-had- not now, cancern'd my ſelf with it ar 
Vhat they talk of their deſire, that all that 15. amiſs might be fargroen,. xemoen 
- Ivried while they omit the inſeparable Congition, af 'ForgjveneGs,. viz... Cdnitifi, 
" and  Foxlaking, ſhews rather their wane of Forgiveneſs, than their, 4:/ere.of \ 
or fimeſs for it. And when they ſay, they are a5 ready to forgive as to be for Ma, 
15 a ſign, they are conſcious that themſclyes are guilry of thoſe Vngodly Reprogthin 
they mention juſt before, and would. fain perſwade the 1:noent to make they 
ſelves guilty goo, that, 'withoyt further. reckaning,, they might 4di/ccant One, wit 
another, But the work is weightier then they .are aware of... And. they \ 
gone far inded from a right ſenſe, if they--do, not ungerſtahd, that Whs.go oz 
by Tranſgreſſion, niulk come {11 bp Judgnient, .. If. chey are | ſenſible. 
need Forgiveneſs from others, they onght” ro ſeek it in the:right way and Propy 
courſe, whether thoſe others, who they think. need fergiveneſs from: them, areſe. 
| Le of any ſuch need on their parts, and defire it, or not, . For. if they appr 
hend. others fall ſhort of doing their duty, that will not juſtifie, nor .excyſe the 
men from falling ſhort of 'doing theirs. Now as the right way of ſccking, Fy. 
giveneſs is a true Rypertance of the Evils deſired to be forgiven ; 1o the proper #1, 
| RENCEs of the Truth of ſuch a Repentance, are Aa free and ſracere Acknomledgemem 
\thoſe Evils, an hearty. and godly Serrow for them, and . an atrer forſaking of ten 
And now. that theſe men haye thus iatimated their delice of being forgiper, it the 
ſhall not parſve theſe right and proper means thereto ; it will thence tie , more. plalih 
ly appear to all, that in this, as wel! as in the reſt of. their. work, they: arc wh 


of Sncerity, Truth atid Honeſty. But till they, ard their Party, have given Evidenced 
their Repentance, they have noreaſon to expe any other Anſwer to their feigned. of; 
of Peace, than that which, they ſay. hath been frequently given. them, viz. That 
they are joynedto a wrong Spirit, and no peace is tobe made with them, while they reman 
Jayned to that wrong Spirit. From which as I heartily deſire they might be disjoy- 
ed; ſol certainly know, that whoſoever makes Peace: with them .in that wron 
Spirit, and while they continue joyned to ir, will certainly break his peace of 
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(19) 
Ve ro erent nt frirmienmmam none oneneſs. . | 
gu nid ell i 50 moines 20 te mo) att;  onu0y 111 aftidiawb boil To go, VO 
Tn the 51h Page off their Accotituabey have; printed aCetter| fenritothe ſecoudwuyes: 
_ Meeting in' London, on the (13th of ithe'5 tht Month; v684, fienidby Joflun 
| Kinch, fc. requiring .au Anſwer by.thei26th bf that (onthe Tp whith'aw' Att- 
(- fwer was returned from the ſame Meeting ox:the 2 «th of the [ame Month. "But 
( - fnte they had; not Ingenmty-orglajnnels enough; #9! publiſh the 'Anſmer tor 
C Fher: with the, Lerter,. pretexding they. hal nxaviefying' Awſwer ; the' 41 
& ſelf is herewith now publiſhed, for the ſatis fuFipw of ſuch #'from their dark 


nfinuation, might think there had beex no-Anſaner at all given thereto, 


KA na 9 


. Friends, John Barnard, Iſaac Hemings, Foſhna Kinch, | 
3K. FE havereada Paper ſigned by you, :wbich-you dire&ed to this: 
F . Meering for an Accommodation & reqonciling Differences, pre- 
;, F-+, VF: venting cparate Mectiogs, and Re-uniting thoſe to us: that are 
:jeparatedfrom.us in the Conntry, &c.-. And we having well weighed the 
onans..a00 conlidered from whorn it comes, viz. . from and on. behalf. of 
” ſachas have rendered-us to the World to be Apoſtatized from the Truth, -In- 
; noyaters arid Setters up;ot a Lordly Dominion in our own: wills over rhe/Teos-. | 
-ple of Cod, Jntrodugers of- Fopery, and but one Step from it; &c. It gives 
cauſeof Maryel that after making & ſpreading ſuchCharces egainſt us,and: be- 
Z fore you have taken them olf again, you 'thould malce Propotitions of a more. 
"M -3ci& Unity,and Correſpondency with us then isat prefent.. 1t you had come 
? tort h with an P Acknowledgment that we were not {uch, and had come to un- - | 
cigned Repentance, for your falſely charging us to be ſuch, ithad appeared } 
Rational. But to deſire reconciliation with us before this be: done by'you, - 
Jeems very unreaſonable and unſafe for you and for us, For if we are defa#o 
ſuch as you haye rencered us, it's not fit for you to declare an Unity 
with us while ſuch. It we are not ſuch as you have rendred us, - 
its fit you ſhould take off the epproby caſt upon us, and acknowledge . 
your jult Condemnation before we can with ſafety declare Unity with you; | 
and for your, ſaying,if the Separation proceeds to be Publick it will lye at our., if 
Doors, what do you mean, the Evil-of it wil] lyeat our Doors ! if ſo.it ſeems - 
there is an Evilinit, and therefore you ought. ro avoid it, for provocation to. | 
MH anevilis no excuſe for an evil in the fight of. God, it you think the work 
be good (as our ſeparation from the World's Worthips becauſe of Apoſtacy 
and Innovations was) why then. do you ſcerma to male terms to evade and 
prevent it. = 
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(26). \; 
We your ior of Refleftibns & Pxctai ons in.our Sublick eating 
when you have condemned all thofe Siavderous & aha iveReports Whit 
dhavepublich! ﬀ upon us in the face of the World; and r 
fe of God dwelling in your Hearts towards us as Brethren, you Tal 
be reddy-In cho fam vetd. feceive.youas Brevhren' withour al 
mupon/you for what hand, and'beveryglad-to appear .as Sheep of one rh . 
a Dld-wadet our czyn Shepherd Chritt-jeſus, for which end we were. cafle.. 
{ But-while yon docetain. thoſe Seatiments of us which-you have helped: 
Foread and: publiſh againſt ls, .it is- not: poſſ)ble /for: you te have al if iag 
© nity with us." or that Love and Life:can freely flow forth, from thegne: 
the other, in the fellowſhipof the Goſpel. 1G 
Nor have we reaſon to Judgethat you are Pagerin your inctinaiongpg | 
- aft Unity as in the Truth can be received : For that you ſeek to. impoſe vu 0K 
; us a ſubjetting our ſelves to'the Miniſtry of ſome Men” whoare knowtatt 
[Jay gobd:evidenceto bemen of evil and/vitious Prattices, whom we could 
For that rea(on receive as Freachersamongas; * *' 1M 
W*. And there are among us, have had experience how dine of you haveh bead 
WE fo far from Concurcing to deteft ſome ot thoſe Men; whe: ſifficienszevided 
if þ hath been» produced::againft them,. That ;you have rather ſages MI 


"Andas wenevercould admit» the pretehded Miniſtry of ſubhap 


Fo3,. 


\ who leunder thoſe Scandals, tofince you ſeem ro' hive owned his ho 
- tion to bean'ill thang (which wedo readily: , A to) and therefo | 


| I «can we admit the'Authors and Abettorsof ſuc too From gate Friend 
ff : and_ Brethren ellewhere, ſo-as to Receive their Teſtimony, here, _eli&+ 
| - ſhould became partakers of that evilwhich we Juitly condemn, and ye x 
: ſelves would. appear to avoid. (7; ID 2 
And we'/are- well farisGed tha Pc cantiot* juRthyitharge Friends'y 
| cciing or-preventingany, whe havebceniowned Miniſters Among Us; 4 
',are nor of- che one or other ſort above-mentioned ; which *are the! = 
ſons why they could notbe admired "off wnd not. becauſe of ny f 
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aformity.toany outward pF ene us is Duet and\ unt 
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